












Writing and drawing in the LIVE Bible is so lo-tech, 
it’s cool. But there’s more. Turn the page and see.

Think again. 

LIVE is built for doodling. For refl ection. For genius to leak out of your 
fi ngers and splash across the page. 

And when that happens, you’ll be in good company. 

Part of the LIVE experience is to spend time with the photos…and poetry…and 
art expressions that were provided by youth—just like you. 

The creative expressions are there to help you see how God is working in your 
life. Your world. Your family, church, and school. Your friendships. And yourself.

After you have created and responded to the prompts provided throughout LIVE, 
share them with others on the group.com/roughedit Web site. See what others 
are wrestling with on this journey.

See his fi ngerprints of grace and love. 
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Thumb on reverse side.
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Isaiah’s vocal challenges to 

the different kings of Judah 

didn’t make him popular (see 

Isaiah 39:1-8, for example). 

According to tradition, the 

evil king Manasseh had Isaiah 

killed by tying him between 

two planks of wood and 

sawing him in half.
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Unless this is your fi rst Bible, there 
aren’t many surprises. For instance, 
is it really a spoiler to hear that David 
beats Goliath? 

We didn’t think so. 

So LIVE takes great care to be anything 
but the same-ol’. To deliver compelling 

quotes from a wide range of sources—
not just famous dead Christian guys— 
to supply historical facts that make 
for a deeper understanding of what 
you’re reading. 

And, now and then, to hand you a 
factoid that’s just fun to know. 

You got Web on that iPhone? Check out group.com.

Jacob was the world’s fi rst makeup artist. With some help 
from his mom, Rebekah, and some fancy cosmetic work, he tricked his father, Isaac, into thinking he was his older brother, Esau (Genesis 27:14-29). By mistakenly blessing Jacob instead of Esau, Isaac fulfi lled God’s promise to Rebekah in Genesis 25:23.
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This photo 

was taken of youth pastor Joe the moment we 

told him that all this stuff really is in the LIVE youth 

Bible and if he orders today he gets some sweet discounts 

and can forget ab
out it until June 2008, when on one sunny 

day he will receive this large 

package in the mail and won’t 

remember ordering anyth
ing, 

but as soon as he opens 

it will be pleasantly 

reminded of the LIVE 

Bible Web order he 

made back in Febru
ary, 

and when he goes 

to youth group 

the next night and 

passes out the 

new Bibles, he 

will once again 

“be the man.”

If you can fi nd a better youth Bible than LIVE, buy it.





tear out the next page. In the space provided, write a brief note to 
someone who has lived out Jesus’ love where you could see it and 
where it infl uenced you. Thank the person, and God, for the gift of 
that Jesus-sighting. Mail your note to your friend. 

CAREFULLY...

>   >  Cut on dotted line. >   >

The Bible is supposed to be our 
“everyday guide to living the 
Christian life.” But turning those 
stories into practical, right now, real 
lessons for your life is not that easy.

Try it. Take the challenge. The Try 
This feature is the one “gut check” 
feature in LIVE. Do you need a kick-
start to being more like Jesus every 
day? Then try it. 

NOW TRY THIS>
   >

STOPPING THE HOLOCAUST
Here’s an incident that sounds eerily familiar…
and chilling.
A government green-lights the systematic 
extermination of Jews.
The date of the slaughter draws near…and a 
Jewish queen, who’s passed as a Persian, faces 
a no-win decision.
Queen Esther can say nothing and watch her 
people be destroyed. Or she can reveal her 
heritage—hoping to stop the killing—and 
invite execution.  
Tough call. Read Esther 4:14. It’s the question 
that cemented Esther’s resolve. 
The question wasn’t directed at you, but 
suppose it was? Would you risk it all for your 
family—your people? 
Mordecai took a risk too when he challenged 
Esther to take a stand. And that’s a risk you 
can take too: Will you gently, lovingly help your 
family trust and serve the living God? 
Please note: Shrilly announcing your family’s 
faults doesn’t qualify. We’re talking gentle. 
Loving. Leading by example.  
How can you invite your family to trust and 
follow God by example? Ask a family member 
that question...and be open to the answer. 
Who knows? Perhaps you were placed in your 
family for such a time as this.

GOD IS REAL  MY FAMILY

TRY 
THIS
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Looking intently at  Si mon,  Jesus said, “Your name 
is  Si mon, son of John—but you will be called 
 Ce phas” (which means “ Pe ter”*).

43The next day  Jesus decided to go to  Gal i lee. 
He found  Phil ip and said to him, “Come, follow 
me.” 44 Phil ip was from  Beth sa i da,  An drew and 
 Pe ter’s hometown.

45 Phil ip went to look for  Na thanael and told 
him, “We have found the very person  Moses* and 
the prophets wrote about! His name is  Jesus, the 
son of  Jo seph from  Naz a reth.”

46“ Naz a reth!” exclaimed  Na thanael. “Can any-
thing good come from  Naz a reth?”

“Come and see for yourself,”  Phil ip replied.
47As they approached,  Jesus said, “Now here 

is a genuine son of  Is ra el—a man of complete 
 integrity.”

48“How do you know about me?”  Na thanael 
asked.

 Jesus replied, “I could see you under the fig 
tree before  Phil ip found you.”

49Then  Na thanael exclaimed, “ Rab bi, you are 
the Son of God—the King of  Is ra el!”

50 Jesus asked him, “Do you believe this just be-
cause I told you I had seen you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than this.” 51Then he 
said, “I tell you the truth, you will all see heaven 
open and the angels of God going up and down 
on the Son of Man, the one who is the stairway 
between heaven and earth.*”

2 The Wedding at Cana
The next day* there was a wedding celebration in 
the village of Cana in  Gal i lee.  Jesus’ mother was 
there, 2and  Jesus and his disciples were also in-
vited to the celebration. 3The wine supply ran out 
during the festivities, so  Jesus’ mother told him, 
“They have no more wine.”

4“Dear woman, that’s not our problem,”  Jesus 
replied. “My time has not yet come.”

5But his mother told the servants, “Do what-
ever he tells you.”

6Standing nearby were six stone water jars, 
used for  Jew ish ceremonial washing. Each could 
hold twenty to thirty gallons.* 7 Jesus told the ser-
vants, “Fill the jars with water.” When the jars had 
been filled, 8he said, “Now dip some out, and take 
it to the master of ceremonies.” So the servants 
followed his instructions.

9When the master of ceremonies tasted the 
water that was now wine, not knowing where it 
had come from (though, of course, the servants 
knew), he called the bridegroom over. 10“A host 
always serves the best wine first,” he said. “Then, 
when  every one has had a lot to drink, he brings 
out the less expensive wine. But you have kept 
the best until now!”

11This miraculous sign at Cana in  Gal i lee was 
the first time  Jesus revealed his glory. And his dis-
ciples believed in him.

12After the wedding he went to  Ca per na um for 
1:42 The names  Ce phas (from  Ar a ma ic) and  Pe ter (from Greek) both mean “rock.” 1:45 Greek  Moses in the law. 1:51 Greek going 
up and down on the Son of Man; see Gen 28:10-17. “Son of Man” is a title  Jesus used for himself. 2:1 Greek On the third day; see 
1:35, 43. 2:6 Greek 2 or 3 measures [75 to 113 liters]. 
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a few days with his mother, his brothers, and his 
disciples.

Jesus Clears the Temple
13It was nearly time for the  Jew ish Passover cele-
bration, so  Jesus went to  Je ru sa lem. 14In the Tem-
ple area he saw merchants selling cattle, sheep, 
and doves for sacrifices; he also saw dealers at 
tables exchanging foreign money. 15 Jesus made 
a whip from some ropes and chased them all out 
of the Temple. He drove out the sheep and cat-
tle, scattered the money changers’ coins over the 
floor, and turned over their tables. 16Then, going 
over to the people who sold doves, he told them, 
“Get these things out of here. Stop turning my 
Father’s house into a marketplace!”

17Then his disciples remembered this proph-
ecy from the Scriptures: “Passion for God’s house 
will consume me.”*

18But the  Jew ish leaders demanded, “What are 
you doing? If God gave you authority to do this, 
show us a miraculous sign to prove it.”

19“All right,”  Jesus replied. “Destroy this tem-
ple, and in three days I will raise it up.”

20“What!” they exclaimed. “It has taken forty-
six years to build this Temple, and you can rebuild 
it in three days?” 21But when  Jesus said “this tem-
ple,” he meant his own body. 22After he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples remembered he had 
said this, and they believed both the Scriptures 
and what  Jesus had said.

Jesus and Nicodemus
23Because of the miraculous signs  Jesus did 
in  Je ru sa lem at the Passover celebration, 
many began to trust in him. 24But  Jesus  didn’t 
trust them, because he knew human nature. 
25No one needed to tell him what mankind is 
 real ly like.

3 There was a man named  Nic o de mus, a Jew-
ish religious leader who was a  Phar i see. 2After 
dark one evening, he came to speak with  Jesus. 
“ Rab bi,” he said, “we all know that God has sent 
you to teach us. Your miraculous signs are evi-
dence that God is with you.”

3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you 
are born again,* you cannot see the Kingdom of 
God.”

4“What do you mean?” exclaimed  Nic o de mus. 
“How can an old man go back into his mother’s 
womb and be born again?”

5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can en-
ter the Kingdom of God without being born of 
water and the Spirit.* 6Humans can reproduce 
only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth 
to spiritual life.* 7So  don’t be surprised when I 
2:17 Or “Concern for God’s house will be my undoing.” Ps 69:9. 
3:3 Or born from above; also in 3:7. 3:5 Or and spirit. The 
Greek word for Spirit can also be translated wind; see 3:8. 
3:6 Greek what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

The Banner Guy

If you’re watching sports on TV, every so often 
you’ll notice some slightly embarrassing 
Christian in the stands. He or she is holding 
up some sort of enormous banner, totally 
blocking the view of the people nearby. Spray-
painted on the banner in huge neon letters is 
the reference John 3:16.
 It’s the same verse that appears on 
bumper stickers, T-shirts, and greeting cards. 
Many learn it as small kids in Sunday school. 
It’s the verse we Jesus-followers often point 
to in order to sum up the Bible’s message. 
In a way, it’s become our “banner.”
 When Jesus spoke the words we now know 
as John 3:16, he was having a late-night 
conversation with a religious leader named 
Nicodemus. Nicodemus had lots of questions 
about who Jesus really was, but instead of 
answering them directly, Jesus summed up 
the most important truth of the universe in 
a single sentence. Read John 3:16.

 According to Jesus, God isn’t a distant 
cosmic presence, a cruel force of nature, or 
a cold impersonal deity. God loves this world 
so much…
 When we let this reality seep into our 
hearts, it changes everything. It gives us a 
purpose for waking up each morning. It gives 
us a sense of who we are and why we matter. 
It gives us a perspective on how God feels 
about all the other people on this planet.   
 Imagine you had a banner, a sign on 
your life that you held up for all to see. 
What would it say? What would you want to 
tell others about God’s love? Jot down your 
thoughts here:
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6 Jesus Feeds Five Thousand
After this,  Jesus crossed over to the far side of the 
Sea of  Gal i lee, also known as the Sea of  Ti be ri as. 
2A huge crowd kept following him wherever he 
went, because they saw his miraculous signs as 
he healed the sick. 3Then  Jesus climbed a hill and 
sat down with his disciples around him. 4(It was 
nearly time for the  Jew ish Passover celebration.) 
5 Jesus soon saw a huge crowd of people com-
ing to look for him. Turning to  Phil ip, he asked, 
“Where can we buy bread to feed all these peo-
ple?” 6He was testing  Phil ip, for he already knew 
what he was going to do.

7 Phil ip replied, “Even if we worked for months, 
we  wouldn’t have enough money* to feed them!”

8Then  An drew,  Si mon  Pe ter’s brother, spoke 
up. 9“There’s a young boy here with five barley 
6:7 Greek Two hundred denarii could not be enough. A denarius was equivalent to a laborer’s full day’s wage. 6:14a Some 
manuscripts read  Jesus. 6:14b See Deut 18:15, 18; Mal 4:5-6. 6:19 Greek 25 or 30 stadia [4.6 or 5.5 kilometers]. 6:20 Or The ‘I 
AM’ is here; Greek reads I am. See Exod 3:14. 6:27 “Son of Man” is a title  Jesus used for himself. 

loaves and two fish. But what good is that with 
this huge crowd?”

10“Tell  every one to sit down,”  Jesus said. So 
they all sat down on the grassy slopes. (The men 
alone numbered about 5,000.) 11Then  Jesus took 
the loaves, gave thanks to God, and distributed 
them to the people. Afterward he did the same 
with the fish. And they all ate as much as they 
wanted. 12After  every one was full,  Jesus told his 
disciples, “Now gather the leftovers, so that noth-
ing is wasted.” 13So they picked up the pieces and 
filled twelve baskets with scraps left by the peo-
ple who had eaten from the five barley loaves.

14When the people saw him* do this miracu-
lous sign, they exclaimed, “Surely, he is the Proph-
et we have been expecting!”* 15When  Jesus saw 
that they were ready to force him to be their king, 
he slipped away into the hills by himself.

Jesus Walks on Water
16That evening  Jesus’ disciples went down to the 
shore to wait for him. 17But as darkness fell and 
 Jesus still  hadn’t come back, they got into the boat 
and headed across the lake toward  Ca per na um. 
18Soon a gale swept down upon them, and the sea 
grew very rough. 19They had rowed three or four 
miles* when suddenly they saw  Jesus walking on 
the water toward the boat. They were terrified, 
20but he called out to them, “Don’t be afraid. I am 
here!*” 21Then they were eager to let him in the 
boat, and immediately they arrived at their des-
tination!

Jesus, the Bread of Life
22The next day the crowd that had stayed on the 
far shore saw that the disciples had taken the only 
boat, and they realized  Jesus had not gone with 
them. 23Several boats from  Ti be ri as landed near 
the place where the Lord had blessed the bread 
and the people had eaten. 24So when the crowd 
saw that neither  Jesus nor his disciples were 
there, they got into the boats and went across to 
 Ca per na um to look for him. 25They found him on 
the other side of the lake and asked, “ Rab bi, when 
did you get here?”

26 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, you want 
to be with me because I fed you, not because you 
understood the miraculous signs. 27But  don’t be 
so concerned about perishable things like food. 
Spend your energy seeking the eternal life that 
the Son of Man* can give you. For God the Father 
has given me the seal of his approval.”

28They replied, “We want to perform God’s 
works, too. What should we do?”

29 Jesus told them, “This is the only work God 
wants from you: Believe in the one he has sent.”

30They answered, “Show us a miraculous sign 
if you want us to believe in you. What can you 

There were three types of 
bread in Jesus’ day. Small 
loaves (that would look 
like our biscuits), round 
loaves (about the size of 
basketballs), and fl at loaves 
(large, breadlike pancakes). 
The boy who gave loaves 
to Jesus gave the fi rst type 
(John 6:9). His were made 
from barley, indicating he 
was probably poor.

� is information has been scanned and is free of all 
known viruses. Please forward to all your friends.
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him. 12There was a lot of grumbling about him 
among the crowds. Some argued, “He’s a good 
man,” but others said, “He’s nothing but a fraud 
who deceives the people.” 13But no one had the 
courage to speak favorably about him in public, 
for they were afraid of getting in trouble with the 
 Jew ish leaders.

14Then, midway through the festival,  Jesus 
went up to the Temple and began to teach. 15The 
people* were surprised when they heard him. 

“How does he know so much when he  hasn’t been 
trained?” they asked.

16So  Jesus told them, “My message is not my 
own; it  comes from God who sent me. 17Anyone 
who wants to do the will of God will know wheth-
er my teaching is from God or is merely my own. 
18Those who speak for themselves want glory 
only for themselves, but a person who seeks to 
honor the one who sent him speaks truth, not 
lies. 19 Moses gave you the law, but none of you 
obeys it! In fact, you are trying to kill me.”

20The crowd replied, “You’re demon possessed! 
Who’s trying to kill you?”

21 Jesus replied, “I did one miracle on the 
 Sab bath, and you were amazed. 22But you work 
on the  Sab bath, too, when you obey  Moses’ law of 
circumcision. (Actually, this tradition of circum-
cision began with the patriarchs, long before 
the law of  Moses.) 23For if the correct time for 
circumcising your son falls on the  Sab bath, you 
go ahead and do it so as not to break the law of 
 Moses. So why should you be angry with me for 
healing a man on the  Sab bath? 24Look beneath 
the surface so you can judge correctly.”

Is Jesus the Messiah?
25Some of the people who lived in  Je ru sa lem 
started to ask each other, “ Isn’t this the man they 
are trying to kill? 26But here he is, speaking in 
public, and they say nothing to him. Could our 
leaders possibly believe that he is the Messiah? 
27But how could he be? For we know where this 
man  comes from. When the Messiah  comes, he 
will simply appear; no one will know where he 
 comes from.”

28While  Jesus was teaching in the Temple, he 
called out, “Yes, you know me, and you know 
where I come from. But I’m not here on my own. 
The one who sent me is true, and you  don’t know 
him. 29But I know him because I come from him, 
and he sent me to you.” 30Then the leaders tried 
to arrest him; but no one laid a hand on him, be-
cause his time* had not yet come.

31Many among the crowds at the Temple be-
lieved in him. “After all,” they said, “would you 
expect the Messiah to do more miraculous signs 
than this man has done?”

32When the  Phar i sees heard that the crowds 
were whispering such things, they and the lead-
ing priests sent Temple guards to arrest  Jesus. 
33But  Jesus told them, “I will be with you only a 
little longer. Then I will return to the one who 
sent me. 34You will search for me but not find 
me. And you cannot go where I am going.”

35The  Jew ish leaders were puzzled by this state-
ment. “Where is he planning to go?” they asked. 
“Is he thinking of leaving the country and going 
to the  Jews in other lands?* Maybe he will even 
teach the Greeks! 36What does he mean when he 

7:15 Greek  Jew ish people. 7:30 Greek his hour. 7:35 Or the  Jews who live among the Greeks? 

QUICK TO THE GAVEL?
Loser. Slut. Idiot. Homo. Retard.
School can be brutal. Every day you hear words 
like these—and much worse—used to label, 
hurt, and destroy. Read John 8:1-11. 

Adulterer. Sinner. Doesn’t deserve to live. These 
were the labels thrown onto the woman John 
describes. She wasn’t just stripped of her self-
respect—she was about to be tortured to death. 
But in one courageous act, Jesus gave her back 
her dignity. He wasn’t afraid to be kind to an 
outcast. He saw right through the Pharisees’ 
manipulative words and went straight to 
the heart of the issue: judging others’ sin. 
(Read Matthew 7:1-5 to get an even deeper 
understanding of what Jesus thinks about 
judging others.) 
Think through a typical day at school. Who are 
the people you judge? Girls who are pregnant 
or who’ve had abortions? Homosexuals? Drug 
users and partyers? Christians? Ask God to help 
you get rid of your judgmental attitude and see 
those people with his loving perspective. Then 
go one step further: Take a risk. Be courageous. 
Say something sincere and kind to someone you 
might judge. Let Jesus speak through you!

 GOD IS COMPASSIONATE   MY SCHOOL
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22The people* asked, “Is he planning to com-
mit suicide? What does he mean, ‘You cannot 
come where I am going’?”

23 Jesus continued, “You are from below; I am 
from above. You belong to this world; I do not. 
24That is why I said that you will die in your sins; 
for unless you believe that I Am who I claim to 
be,* you will die in your sins.”

25“Who are you?” they demanded.
 Jesus replied, “The one I have always claimed 

to be.* 26I have much to say about you and 
much to condemn, but I won’t. For I say only 
what I have heard from the one who sent me, 
and he is completely truthful.” 27But they still 
 didn’t understand that he was talking about his 
Father.

28So  Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the 
Son of Man on the cross, then you will under-
stand that I Am he.* I do nothing on my own 
but say only what the Father taught me. 29And 
the one who sent me is with me—he has not de-
serted me. For I always do what pleases him.” 
30Then many who heard him say these things be-
lieved in him.

Jesus and Abraham
31 Jesus said to the people who believed in him, 
“You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful 
to my teachings. 32And you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.”

33“But we are descendants of  Abra ham,” they 
8:22 Greek  Jew ish people; also in 8:31, 48, 52, 57. 8:24 Greek unless you believe that I am. See Exod 3:14. 8:25 Or Why do I 
speak to you at all? 8:28 Greek When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am. “Son of Man” is a title 
 Jesus used for himself. 8:39 Some manuscripts read if you are  real ly the children of  Abra ham, follow his example. 

said. “We have never been slaves to anyone. What 
do you mean, ‘You will be set free’?”

34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth,  every one 
who sins is a slave of sin. 35A slave is not a per-
manent member of the  fam i ly, but a son is part 
of the  fam i ly forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, 
you are truly free. 37Yes, I realize that you are de-
scendants of  Abra ham. And yet some of you are 
trying to kill me because there’s no room in your 
hearts for my message. 38I am telling you what I 
saw when I was with my Father. But you are fol-
lowing the advice of your father.”

39“Our father is  Abra ham!” they declared.
“No,”  Jesus replied, “for if you were  real ly the 

children of  Abra ham, you would follow his ex-
ample.* 40Instead, you are trying to kill me be-
cause I told you the truth, which I heard from 
God.  Abra ham never did such a thing. 41No, you 
are imitating your real father.”

They replied, “We aren’t illegitimate children! 
God himself is our true Father.”

42 Jesus told them, “If God were your Father, 
you would love me, because I have come to you 
from God. I am not here on my own, but he sent 
me. 43Why can’t you understand what I am say-
ing? It’s because you can’t even hear me! 44For 
you are the children of your father the devil, 
and you love to do the evil things he does. He 
was a murderer from the beginning. He has al-
ways hated the truth, because there is no truth 
in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his 
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 14:2a Or There are many rooms in my Father’s house. 14:2b Or If this were not so, I would have told you that I am going to 

prepare a place for you. Some manuscripts read If this were not so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare a place for you. 
14:7 Some manuscripts read If you have  real ly known me, you will know who my Father is. 14:15 Other manuscripts read you 
will obey; still others read you should obey. 14:16 Or Comforter, or Encourager, or Counselor. Greek reads  Par a clete; also in 14:26. 
14:17 Some manuscripts read and is in you. 

morning, you will deny three times that you even 
know me.

14 Jesus, the Way to the Father
 “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, 
and trust also in me. 2There is more than enough 
room in my Father’s home.* If this were not so, 
would I have told you that I am going to prepare a 
place for you?* 3When  every thing is ready, I will 
come and get you, so that you will always be with 
me where I am. 4And you know the way to where 
I am going.”

5“No, we  don’t know, Lord,”  Thom as said. “We 
have no idea where you are going, so how can we 
know the way?”

6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life. No one can come to the Father except 
through me. 7If you had  real ly known me, you 
would know who my Father is.* From now on, 
you do know him and have seen him!”

8 Phil ip said, “Lord, show us the Father, and we 
will be satisfied.”

9 Jesus replied, “Have I been with you all this 
time,  Phil ip, and yet you still  don’t know who 
I am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father! So why are you asking me to show him 
to you? 10Don’t you believe that I am in the Fa-
ther and the Father is in me? The words I speak 
are not my own, but my Father who lives in me 
does his work through me. 11Just believe that 
I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or 
at least believe because of the work you have 
seen me do.

12“I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in 
me will do the same works I have done, and even 
greater works, because I am going to be with the 
Father. 13You can ask for anything in my name, 
and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory 
to the Father. 14Yes, ask me for anything in my 
name, and I will do it!

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit
15“If you love me, obey* my commandments. 
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate,* who will never leave you. 
17He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. 
The world cannot receive him, because it  isn’t 
looking for him and  doesn’t recognize him. But 
you know him, because he lives with you now 
and later will be in you.* 18No, I will not aban-
don you as orphans—I will come to you. 19Soon 
the world will no longer see me, but you will 
see me. Since I live, you also will live. 20When 
I am raised to life again, you will know that I 
am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am 
in you. 21Those who accept my commandments 

and obey them are the ones who love me. And 
because they love me, my Father will love them. 
And I will love them and reveal myself to each 
of them.”

22 Ju das (not  Ju das Iscariot, but the other dis-
ciple with that name) said to him, “Lord, why are 
you going to reveal yourself only to us and not to 
the world at large?”

23 Jesus replied, “All who love me will do what I 
say. My Father will love them, and we will come 
and make our home with each of them. 24Any-
one who  doesn’t love me will not obey me. And 
remember, my words are not my own. What I am 
telling you is from the Father who sent me. 25I 
am telling you these things now while I am still 
with you. 26But when the Father sends the Advo-
cate as my representative—that is, the Holy Spir-
it—he will teach you  every thing and will remind 
you of  every thing I have told you.

27“I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind 
and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world 
cannot give. So  don’t be troubled or afraid. 28Re-
member what I told you: I am going away, but I 
will come back to you again. If you  real ly loved 
me, you would be happy that I am going to the 
Father, who is greater than I am. 29I have told you 
these things before they happen so that when 
they do happen, you will believe.

ONE AMAZING CLAIM
In John 14:1-14, Jesus doesn’t hold anything 
back from his friends Philip and Thomas. He’s 
up front and in-your-face about who he is. He’s 
the way, the truth, the life—the only way to a 
relationship with God. 
But being up front about who Jesus is with your 
non-Christian friends isn’t always so simple. 
You want to point them to God, but you don’t 
want to offend them. You hope they want a 
relationship with Jesus, but you’re not sure how 
to approach such an uncomfortable subject. 
You’re ready to talk to them, but aren’t sure if 
the J-word will ever come up on its own.
Try this: Post your personal thoughts about why 
you believe in Jesus on group.com/roughedit. 
Then e-mail some of your friends with a link to 
the site and ask them to check out what you’ve 
written and invite them to reply with their 
thoughts.

GOD IS ONE AND ONLY  MY FRIENDS



























Try this experience and share it with your youth group.
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Naturally Smooth—© Hannah Miller, 15 Columbine Flower—© Rachel Hostert, 18

Wonder—© Joy Brantl, 17 Guided By Light—© Lexi Hiland, 16





Become a part of our online community. Show the world an 
active God through the power of creative imagery.

Your honest and creative self-expressions of God actively working in and through you—
they have the power to touch and inspire. So connect with your world. Your community. 
Your church, friends, family, school, and yourself. Make your expressions a part of a 
global exhibition for Christ.

group.com/roughedit



Coming June 2008
Order your copy of the LIVE Bible today! Only $22.99

To order, visit group.com or call 800-447-1070.  
Also available at your local Christian bookstore.

I really like the layout of the pages looking at the sample 
of the book of John. There are so many things that go on 
in the pages that you have to look over each of them twice 
if you don’t want to miss out on something. I also like the 
variety of creative expressions by other people that can 
be seen throughout the example. Not only would I read the 
Bible and find all of the different things others have made, 
I would also show others the creative expressions because 
they reveal, through the artists, God’s amazing character. 
God bless,

—Jessica Jones, 17 

What youth and youth workers 
are saying about 

The LIVE Bible is one of the 
most attention-grabbing Bibles 
that I have seen. The usage of 
many forms of artwork from 
teenagers is truly unique, and 
the different side columns keep 
the reader intrigued with facts 
and challenges of how to see 
God in everyday life.

—Tony Nappa, 17

After taking a look at the LIVE youth Bible, 
I must say I am impressed. I really enjoyed 
the books of the Bible opening pages which 
will give youth a better grasp on what the 
book is saying! I was very impressed with 
the “Try This” section. The issues that were 
brought up I believe will help youth get a 
better grasp of what Jesus was saying, as 
well as how to be an everyday Christian! I 
am excited to see what youth think about 
this Bible, and I believe that there is a lot 
of fun, exciting, thought-provoking  and 
interactive aspects to the youth Bible. 

—Jeremy Weinland, youth leader

FOR ADULTS ONLY!

Music to the Ears—© Christy Klink, 18 Indian Girl—© Bailey Smith, 17

Crucified—© Brady Testorff (youth leader)

Untitled—© Erica Wallis, 17

It’s obvious, the LIVE Bible is like no other...largely because 
this Bible encourages teens to interact with it, draw in it, 
write in the margins, and make it their own. So you ask, what 
does this Bible mean for my youth? Well, the LIVE Bible serves 
to open their eyes and help them see God working in every 
aspect of their lives. It recognizes the unique individuals 
that God created them to be and encourages them to express 
themselves in very intimate and personal ways.
 
If you ask us, it’s finally a Bible that teens will use and 
reference on a daily basis.
 
We recommend this Bible for every member of your group. 
It makes a great gift for graduates and newcomers who are 
seeking to know God in a deeper and more personal way. You 
can visit group.com or call 800-447-1070 for information on 
the quantity discounts that are available.

The Live Bible not only puts God’s Word into 
print, it puts it into action… it encourages 
students to express what is inside of 
them… whatever it is. Teens today need an 
outlet for how they feel and think. The Live 
Bible gives them a safe release. I believe 
that this Bible will have a huge impact 
on this generation. Look for big things to 
happen as the teens of today grow into 
vessels to be used by our living and active 
God.
—Sara Blackburn,  
Fine Arts Coordinator John 3:16 Mission FYC 






